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Principal õs Message

Thank you for your wonderful

support for the Academyover

this year. We havemadereally

good progressin the Academy

and will aim to continue this

forward momentum next year.

This newsletter capturesjust a

few of the recent highlights of

the hard work and pupil

achievementswhich happen

Thank you & Goodbye to Ms

Christina & Mr Richard

Al Jazeera Academy pays tribute to our long 

serving and successful Senior Leaders Miss 

Christina (Head of KG) and Mr. Richard (Head of 

Primary School) who will leave the Academy at 

the end of the school year. We wish them every 

success in the future.

recognized as one of the best in Qatar. She now 

returns to her homeland in Canada. 

Mr. Richard has overseen great improvements in 

our Primary School which is oversubscribed due 

to its high popularity with parents across Qatar.

Dear Parents and Families

Ramadan Kareem.

everydayacrossAl JazeeraAcademy.

I hope that your child is preparing thoroughly for the all

important forthcoming exams, whether external IGCSE

and ASlevelsor internal Taˑallum exams. We wish all our

pupils greatsuccessin their endeavours.

Finally, I hope you all enjoy a fulfilling and specialHoly

Month of Ramadanand a great Summer Break. We look

forward to welcoming everyoneback in Septemberfor a

greatacademicyearahead.

BestWishes

SheldonSmith

Principal

AJA ðFirst Microsoft Showcase 

School in Qatar

Year 12 Students ðA Triumphant 

Graduation Ceremony

The class of 2017 graduated from Al Jazeera Academy 

in fine style at a special ceremony hosted at the St 

Regis Hotel. A full report will follow in the next 

Newsletter. 

Qatar as a signal of our success in 
developing digital learning teaching and 

learning in our school.

.

AJA Primary 
has been 
awarded the 
accolade of 
being the 
first 
Microsoft 
Showcase 
School in

Miss Christina has 
been Head of KG for 
8 years and during 
this time our KG 
section has been 



Arabic
 ̳Ϣϸϝ̵ЂЮϜ / ЬЎϝТцϜ ̴ϼмвцϜ ̲̭ϝтЮмϒ

ϸЛϠм ̪̳ϣϠ̵тА ̯ϣ̵тϲϦ:

твϮ ϝжтЯК ̱ϣЪϼϠм ̱ϼт϶ ̲аϝ̵тϒ ϝл̲ЯЛϮт ̶дϒ ̲ ̳ЬϓЂϒм ̴̪ϸтϸϮЮϜ ̵сЂϜϼ̵ϸЮϜ ЬЊУЮϜ ϜϺк ̵ЬлϦЂ̳в сТ аЪ̲ϦϚжлϦ сж̳ϸЛЂ̳тТϝ̯Л . ̯ϣЦыАжϜ ϝж̳ϼϝЛІ дЪтЮм

 ̴Ф̵мУ̵ϦЮϜ мϲж.

 ̴ϾϝϮжшϜм ̴ЬвЛЮϜм ̴аЯЛЮϝϠ ̯ϣϚтЯв ̯ϣЧ̵Тмв ̯ϣтϜϸϠ алЮ п̵жвϦжм ̴̪̭Ϝ̵ϾКцϜ ̴ЬϝУАцϝϠ ̲Ϟ̵ϲϼж дϒ ̵ϸмж .АϦ ϓ̯ЛтвϮ ϝж̶Ђ̲в̲Ю ϸЦм ̴ϣЎм̵ϼЮϜ ̴ЬϝУАϒ ̲ϼ̵м

ϝУАцϜ ̲ХΖЮϓϦм ̴̪ϣЎм̵ϼЮϜ сТ ̵свмтЮϜ ̴ЬвЛЮϝϠ ̴аϜϾϦЮъϜм ̴Ϩ̵ϸϲ̵ϦЮϜм ̴ИϝвϦЂъϜ Ϣϼϝлв сТ ̱ϤТъм ̱ЙϚϜϼ ̱ЬЪІϠ ̵рϸтлв̵ϦЮϜмЪ ̱ϸϸК сТ ̳Ь дв ̱ϼтϠ

Ϝ ̲ϸЛϠ атϼЪЮϜ ̴дϐϼЧЮϜ ̴ϤϝЧЯϲ сТ ̵рϸтлв̵ϦЮϜ ̳ЬϝУАϒ ̲ИϸϠϒм ̪̰ϣ̵твЯКм ̳ϣ̵т̵жТм ̪̰ϣ̵тЎϝтϼ ̰ϣАІжϒ ϝлжв ЬЊУЮϜ ϜϺк ̴ϣАІжцϜϝІм ̴̪ϣЂϼϸвЮ ̰ϸϸК ̲Шϼ

 ̴атϼЪЮϜ ̴дϐϼЧЮϜ ̴ϣЧϠϝЂв сТ ̰ϼтϠЪ . ̴ϣвϸϝЧЮϜ ̴ЬϲϜϼвЮϜ сТ алЮ ̴ϼт϶ЮϜм ̴ϸϜϸ̵ЂЮϜм ̴ХтТм̵ϦЮϜ ̴Ϥϝтжвϒ ̵Ь̳Ъ  .

 ϣ̵тϠϼЛЮϜ ϣПЯЮϜ ХтϼТ ϢϸϚϝЦ

ϼмЪ̵ІЮϜ ϸϠК ϸ̵вϲв ϜϸжϜϼ

Early Years Kindergarten
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Dear Al Jazeera Academy Families and Staff,

It is with a heavy heart I write this letter to the Al Jazeera Academy community; all the parents, 
students and staff.Some of you may already be aware that this will be my last academic year at Al 
Jazeera Academy.My final day will be on Thursday, 22nd June 2017.

I want to thank each and every one of you for all your support over the years.I am honoured and feel 
so fortunate to have been given the opportunity to be part of the Al Jazeera Academy community.I 
have so many wonderful memories of my time here and I am so sad to say goodbye.This was not an 
easy decision, however, I feel this is the right decision for me to return home to Canada at this time.

Know that my dedication to my position as your Head of Kindergarten will continue as we transition 
to new leadership and complete the 2016-2017 academic year.

Message From Head of KG

I have fostered relationships with many of you and I will cherish the 
moments and friendships I have made during my time.AJA has been a 
very special place for me and I will miss everyone.Although it is hard to 
say goodbye to the parents and adults, the hardest part is saying goodbye 
to the children. I have loved watching them grow into amazing young 
and independent people. I am so proud of them and wish them all the 
best continuing on their learning journey. Please let them know how 
theyˑve touched my heart and my life.I will treasure my memories of 
them all.

Please accept my sincere thanks and appreciation as I enter into a new 
chapter of my own.

Ms. Christina Pickford
Head of Kindergarten



Pajama Day
In KG we dressed up in our warm cosyPJ's. Nursery A had lots 

of fun activities that are connected to the topic of the week: 

Day and Night. We talked about our daily routine before 

bedtime, i.e., tidying up toys, drinking milk, brushing our teeth, 

cleaning our bodies and wearing of our pajamas. We discussed 

about health options for breakfast and the importance of 

breakfast. Then we made hot chocolate and toast and had fruit 

for our breakfast, which was great fun eating breakfast with all 

our friends. Then we snuggled up with our blankets and 

pillows while watching movies and eating popcorn. We all had 

a great PJˑs Day. 

Early Years
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Minibeasts

In Nursery B we had fun learning about the different mini-beasts. 

We did various activities to help us understand what some of them 

looked like and also went outside to try and hunt for our own 

beasts. We found some ants and a few wiggly worms in the mud! 

We also explored in the classroom and made our own mini-beast 

garden in our role play area! 

Kindergarten



World Book Day
World Book Day celebratesthe joy and value of books and

reading,especiallyfor children in AJAkindergarten. To help get

them started on their reading journey. Wecelebratedbooksby

dressing up as their favourite charactersand decorating our

doors and our story was peter pan, we also win the best door

displaysin Nursery D this year. The parents joined us to build

thier child sˑ enthusiasmfor bookswell beyondWorld BookDay

by reading together, book fair, doors and best dressing up

competitionsandawards.

These activities explore settings, characters and alternative

endings,rewriting stories, writing the blurb for a bookˑs back

coverandgiving bookreviews.

Early Years

Being healthy
Oral hygieneis an everydaypart of life that peoplehaveto be

mindful of.

In ReceptionB children are taught the negativeeffectsof not

brushing teeth and eating fast food every day. Therefore,our

students have shown a very good understanding of the

importanceof havinga daily routine for oral hygieneand to eat

healthyfood everyday.

Kindergarten
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Sports Day
What a fantastic morning the AJA KG children had on the 15th of February inside our building for 

our annual Sports Day, that even the cloudy weather never stopped them from enjoying this event. 

All the children from different classes took part in each game. Everyone enjoyed the games e.g. Bean 

Bag Toss, Go Noddle, Hula Hoop Race, Egg and Spoon, Long Jump, Basketball Net, Hurdles, Javelin, 

Tug-of War, Sack Race, Obstacle Course and the Bicycle Race. It was lovely to see Reception D 

children being competitive and determined while implementing our Tarbeya value for the month 

about ̝ Fairness̞, i.e. playing by the rules, taking turns and sportsmanship towards each other 

throughout the day. Before home time, everyone gathered in the KG hall where Ms. Christina handed 

out certificates in appreciation for everyoneˑs participation. 

Early Years

Math made fun!
Numicon is a fantastic new Mathematicsresourcewhich
was introduced in the Kindergarten Department during
Semester1 and it sˑ prove to be a successin Nursery and
Reception.

Numicons are coloured shapesmade from plastic with

holesthat correspondto the numbers1 to 10. The pattern

of the holes for each number follows the same basic

system of arranging holes in pairs so when they are

aligned in order, students can notice important

connectionsbetweennumbers. The sameapplieswith the

coloured rods which can be used with sequencingand

makes it easier to introduce mathematical concepts of

addition andsubtraction.

Somechildren in ReceptionG havebecomefamiliar with

the materials so that they can now understand number

bonds.

Kindergarten
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Thepast ten weekshavebeena busybut exciting time for Year1students!In the classroomwe focusedon introducing a
range of new skills in English, Mathematicsand Science. Through interactive learning and extensiveopportunities for
practical work, our studentswere able to produceexcellentwork. In art and ICT, studentsusedtheir creativity to make
moviesand producecolourful piecesof work which havebeenusedto decoratethe hallwaysin KS1.

SportsDaygaveour Year1ˑs the opportunity to work asa team,showtheir physicalstrength and test their grossand fine
motor skills. Year1 were enthusiasticto participate in BookWeekin March. Writing and publishing their own books,
dramatizing favourite stories and listening to an author read and talk about her books were some of the interesting
activities studentswere involved in. The highlight was definitely characterdressup day, when teachersand children
dressedup as their favourite book characters. Both teachersand studentsjoined in to createan atmosphereof fun and
appreciationfor goodbooks. Wewere delightedto havesomany parentsattendingour bookpresentations.

Primary
Introduction from The Head of Primary

Year 1õs Reach for the Stars !

ScienceWeekis always an eventthat our youngscientistslook forward to tʕhis
year we visited Bricklyn where children built mobile birds, dogsand monkeys
out of Legoblocks. The experimentstaught by Mad Sciencedemonstratedhow
rocketscanbemadeand launched.

Our year 1 studentsreachedfor the stars as they designed,built and flew their
own rocketsduring Project Week. Children learnt that wastematerial could be
reusedand recycledto createsomethingbeautiful. In addition to this, students
learnt a variety of skills which include measuring, writing and presentation
skills.

Wewould like to thank all our parentsfor their support.

Science Week
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Message from The Head of Primary

Year 1

Dear Parents
I will be leaving Al Jazeera at the end of this academic year.  I have really enjoyed 
being part of the team and would like to thank Taˑallum, staff, children and 
parents at the school.   Thank you all for your hospitality and support. I have 
enjoyed having Doha as my second home.  I wish you all Ramadan Kareem and 
best wishes for the future. 

Richard Phillips ʕ Head of Primary 

Our trip to the Museum
of Islamic Art gave our
students the
opportunity to learn
about ancient Islamic
paintings. After
painting their own
Turkish vases,students
enjoyed a fun time in
the playground.


